
 

 

Rutgers Centers Will Use $2 Million Gift to Combine Efforts to Better Protect Vulnerable 

Populations 

The Center on Policing and the Miller Center on Community Protection and Resilience will become the 

Miller Center on Policing Excellence and Community Resilience 

Nov. 3, 2022 (New Brunswick, N.J.) - Senior university officials announced a $2 million gift and the 

creation of an endowed fund to enable the Rutgers Center on Policing and Rutgers University’s Miller 

Center on Community Protection and Resilience to combine their efforts to protect vulnerable 

populations and promote excellence in policing.  

The new combined center will be known as the Miller Center on Policing Excellence and Community 

Resilience and will be part of the Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University–New Brunswick.  

The combined center will continue Rutgers’ work in the United States and abroad in promoting the 

resilience of vulnerable populations, identifying and implementing best practices in policing and 

researching and calling attention to extremism and hate speech as they spread across social media 

platforms and erupt in real-world acts of violence.   

“The work of the Miller Center in forging closer relations among vulnerable populations and in 

promoting best practices in building safer communities is foundational,” said Rutgers President Jonathan 

Holloway. “This gift will enable the coordination of these efforts and represents a down payment on a 

more just, safer, and more tolerant future.” 

The gift and endowment are the latest contributions from Rutgers alum Paul Miller (AB 1960, Law 1962), 

whose total giving to Rutgers exceeds $6 million.   

“Rutgers opened every door for me and my family,” said Miller, who retired as general counsel to Pfizer 

Inc. and also was president of the American Jewish Congress. “It enabled me, a member of a vulnerable 

community, to live the American dream. This contribution will enable the university’s experts in building 

community resilience and promoting excellence in policing to work hand in hand to promote resilience 

among my own and other vulnerable populations.”    

“The Miller Center’s research and on-the-ground community resilience work exemplifies our 

commitment, expressed in Rutgers–New Brunswick’s Academic Master Plan, to scholarship that serves 

the common good,” said Francine Conway, chancellor-provost of Rutgers–New Brunswick. “We are 

focusing our research on making a direct and positive impact for communities.”  

Among its other initiatives, the Center on Policing has been appointed to assist in monitoring the federal 

consent decree reforming the Newark Police Department and has formed an association of elite police 

training academies to share and implement best practices in de-escalation, community policing, and 

other subjects. 

https://millercenter.rutgers.edu/
https://millercenter.rutgers.edu/


The Miller Center for Community Protection and Resilience has conducted on-the-ground training of 

vulnerable populations and police in threatened areas such as Brussels, Belgium; Whitefish, Montana; 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Stockholm, Sweden. The Center has also partnered with the International 

March of the Living to educate lawyers, academic researchers and active-duty law enforcement about 

the Holocaust and genocide prevention; and has partnered with the Network Contagion Research 

Institute to produce groundbreaking research on the manipulation of social media platforms to 

propagate messages of hate and disinformation and to foment real-world violence. 

“The work of the two centers has been complementary,” said John J. Farmer, Jr., director of the Miller 

Center on Policing Excellence and Community Resilience and of the Eagleton Institute of Politics. “By 

bringing them together, this gift will enable us to coordinate the research and real-world work more 

closely to have an even greater impact in improving relations between police and communities and in 

promoting the well-being of vulnerable populations in New Jersey, the United States and beyond.”    

### 

 

ABOUT THE MILLER CENTER ON POLICING EXCELLENCE AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 

The mission of the Miller Center for Policing Excellence and Community Resilience is to assist vulnerable 

communities, particularly communities of faith, to enhance their safety and their standing in society by 

improving their relationships with law enforcement, with other government agencies and with other 

vulnerable communities. 

ABOUT THE EAGLETON INSTITUTE OF POLITICS 

The Eagleton Institute of Politics at Rutgers University—New Brunswick studies how American politics 

and government work and change, analyzes how the democracy might improve, and promotes political 

participation and civic engagement. The Institute explores state and national politics through research, 

education and public service, linking the study of politics with its day-to-day practice. 

ABOUT RUTGERS—NEW BRUNSWICK 
Rutgers University–New Brunswick is where Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey, began more 
than 250 years ago. Ranked among the world’s top 60 universities, Rutgers–New Brunswick is a leading 
public research institution and a member of the prestigious Association of American Universities. It has 
an internationally acclaimed faculty, 12 degree-granting schools and the Big Ten Conference’s most 
diverse student body. 

https://eagleton.rutgers.edu/

